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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments in the Appeal Brief, filed 06/20/05, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-12 under 35 USC 103 as being unpatentable over Crawford in 
view of Awada 943' have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the final 
rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of 
rejection is made in view of 35 USC 103, unpatentable over Awada 943' in view of 
Crawford, and 35 USC 102, unpatentable over Suttle et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Awada in view of Crawford. 

The patent to Awada 943' discloses a method of playing a stud poker game. To 
play Awada 943' stud poker game a player places a wager 20-22, which is allocated 
among a seven-card stud poker hand, a five-card subset, and a three-card subset, col. 
3, lines 23-33. A seven-card stud poker hand is displayed to a player. If the seven-card 
stud poker hand comprises a predetermined arrangement of cards, the player is 
provided an award according to a first paytable 30. If the five-card subset of the seven- 
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card stud poker hand comprises a predetermined arrangement of cards, the player is 
provided an award according to a second paytable 29. If the three-card subset of the 
seven-card stud poker hand comprises a predetermined arrangement of cards, the 
player is provided an award according to a third paytable 28, col. 3, line 53 to col. 4, line 
17. The only step recited in claim 1 that Awada 943' lacks is "a four card subset". 

The patent to Crawford discloses a poker game having an initial five-card hand, a 
four-card subset of the initial five-card hand, and a three-card subset of the initial five- 
cad hand. A player's wager is allocated among the initial five-card hand, four-card 
subset, and three-card subset. The player is provided an award based on paytables of 
initial five-card hand, four-card subset, and three-card subset. 

In view of such teaching, it would have been obvious to modify Awada 943' by 
substituting for the seven-card stud poker hand thereof, a four-card poker hand 
subset. A four-card subset poker paytable would have been also provided. This 
modification would have provided Awada 943' stud poker game with a five-card stud 
poker hand, a four-card subset and a three-card subset. This modification would have 
required less cards to be dealt, thereby expediting playing time for each round of Awada 
943' stud poker game. Thus, increasing casino profits and revenue. 

In regard to claims 7-12, Crawford also teaches different four-card subsets 14a- 
14b, Fig. 2. A first four-card subset 14a consists of card 1 , card 2, card 3 and card 4. A 
second four-card subset 14b consists of card 2, card 3, card 4 and card 5. Crawford 
also teaches different three-card subsets 12a-12j, Fig. 1. A first three-card subset 
consists of card 1 , card 2 and card 3. A second three-card subset consists of card 2, 
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card 3 and card 4. A third three-card subset consists of card 3, card 4 and card 5. 
These subsets have corresponding paytables. 

In view of such teaching, it would have been obvious to provide different four- 
card subsets, and different three-cards subsets to Awada 943' game. By providing 
more card hand subsets to Awada 943" game, this modification would have given the 
players, the perception of having more opportunities at winning. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Suttle et al. 

The patent to Suttle et al. discloses a method of playing a stud poker game, col. 
2, lines 13-14. To play Suttle's game, a five-card stud poker hand is displayed to a 
player, col. 3, lines 10-16. If a five-card stud poker hand comprises a predetermined 
arrangement of cards (e.g. Full House), the player is provided an award (e.g. 7-to-1), 
see pay table in col. 4, lines 1 5-24. If a four-card subset of the initial five-card stud 
poker hand comprises a predetermined arrangement of cards (e.g. Four-of-a-Kind), the 
player is provided an award (e.g. 20-to-1 ). If a three card subset of the initial five card 
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comprises a predetermined arrangement of cards (e.g. Three-of-a-Kind), the player is 
provided with an award (e.g. 3-to-1). 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin H. Layno whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4424. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Vidovich can be reached on (571)272-4415. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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